
SERC ςNAHRO Facts:
The first formal meeting was held in Macon, 
Georgia on November 19, 1940 which 
created the Southeastern Regional Council 
of the National Association of Housing and 
Redevelopment Officials.
Some 43 Housing Authorities were in 
operation in 1940 in the six states forming 
the Council. 

Popular Films 
Citizen Kane
Dumbo 
The Maltese Falcon 

Cost of Living 1941
Average Cost of new house $4,075.00 
Average wages per year $1,750.00 
Cost of a gallon of Gas 12 cents 
Average Cost for house rent $32.00 per month 
Beautyrestmattress $39.50 
Average Price for a new car $850.00
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SERC ςNAHRO Facts:
1942 - Emergency - No Meeting - War
The tragedy of Pearl Harbor on December 7, 
1941, plunged the country into war and a state of 
emergency, thus the regular annual meeting was 
suspended. 

1943 - Annual Meeting Changed To Spring
Because of the war effort, there were many 
aspects and problems of war conditions directly 
affecting housing and of great concern to housing 
officials. 

Cost of Living 1942/43
Average Cost of new house $3,770.00 
Average wages per year $1,880.00 
Cost of a gallon of Gas 15 cents 
Average Cost for house rent $35.00 per month 
Bottle Coca Cola 5 cents 
Average Price for a new car $920.00 



SERC ςNAHRO Facts:
1944 - Disposition of War Housing
With limitations of war-time travel again 
affecting attendance, the Council met March 2 1-
22, 1944 at the Peabody Hotel in Memphis, 
Tennessee with 150 in attendance. Again, the 
emphasis was on war conditions and problems.

Cost of Living - 1944
Average Cost of new house $3,450.00 
Average wages per year $2,400.00 
Cost of a gallon of Gas 15 cents 
Average Cost for house rent $50.00 per month 
Loaf of Bread 10 cents 
Old Spice Shaving Soap $1.00



Cost of Living - 1945
Average Cost of new house $4.600.00 
Average wages per year $2,400.00 
Cost of a gallon of Gas 15 cents 
Average Cost for house rent $60.00 per month 
Average Cost New Car $1,020.00 
Ladies Fur Coat $70.00, Men's Shirt $2.50 
Portable Typewriter $68.37

SERC ςNAHRO Facts:

1945 -άwŜŀŎǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎέ
The Council met at the Piedmont Hotel in Atlanta 
October 25-26, 1945 with only 74 delegates in 
attendance due to continued transportation problems. 

World War II ended in August of this year and program 
emphasis shifted from war-time problems to 
άwŜŀŎǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎέΤ άIƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ tŜŀŎŜέΤ ŀƴŘ 
ά!ŘƧǳǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ƛŘŜŘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳέΦ 



SERC ςNAHRO Facts:
1946 - Post-War Conversion
Delegates met at the Hillsboro Hotel in Tampa, 
Florida on November 21-22. Discussions 
centered around reactivation of projects, post-
war planning, disposition and conversion of war 
housing, removal of over-income tenants, and 
the possibilities of a long-range housing bill.

Cost of Living ς1946
Average Cost of new house $5,600.00 
Average wages per year $2,500.00 
Cost of a gallon of Gas 15 cents 
Average Cost of a new car $1,120.00 
Worlds First Electric Blanket $39.50 
Men's Ties $1.50 
Waterman's Pen $8.75 
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SERC ςNAHRO Facts:
1947 - No Regular Annual Meeting Held
As the meeting schedule was being changed 
from fall to spring, it was decided to suspend 
the 1947 meeting rather than hold a meeting 
just six months following the previous one. As 
all authorities were concerned about ineligible 
tenants, there was a conference in July 1947 in 
Atlanta for the purpose of discussing the 
removal of ineligible, over-income tenants.

Cost of Living - 1947
Average Cost of new house $6,600.00 
Average wages per year $2,850.00 
Cost of a gallon of Gas 15 cents 
Average Cost of a new car $1,300.00 
Loaf of Bread 13 cents 
United States Postage Stamp 3 cents 
Men's Sweater $8.50 
BulovaMen's Watch $52.50 



SERC ςNAHRO Facts:
1948 - Elimination of High Income 
Tenants
Members of the Southwest Council were 
invited to meet in joint session with the 
Southeast Council at the Edgewater Gulf 
Hotel, Edgewater Park, Mississippi, May 20-
21, 1948.

Cost of Living - 1948
Average Cost of new house $7,700.00 
Average wages per year $2,950.00 
Cost of a gallon of Gas 16 cents 
Average Cost of a new car $1,250.00 
Loaf of Bread 14 cents 
LB of Hamburger Meat 45 cents 
Science and Mechanics Magazine 20 cents 
Movie Ticket 60 Cents 
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Cost of Living - 1948
Yearly Inflation 7.74% 
Average Cost of new house $7,700.00 
Average wages per year $2,950.00 
Cost of a gallon of Gas 16 cents 
Average Cost of a new car $1,250.00 
Loaf of Bread 14 cents 
LB of Hamburger Meat 45 cents Science and 
Movie Ticket 60 Cents 

SERC ςNAHRO Facts:
Lawrence M. Cox was elected President and, at 
the National Convention of NAHO in October, 
was honored by being elected National 
President to become the third National 
President from the (Southeast) Regional 
Council.



SERC ςNAHRO Facts:
1949 -άIƻǳǎƛƴƎ !Ŏǘ ƻŦ мфпфέ
The Council met at the McAlister Hotel, Miami, 
Florida on May 26-27 with Hudson Malone serving 
as Acting President for President Lawrence M. Cox. 
Great interest was stimulated by the Housing Act 
of 1949 τthen pending action by the House Rules 
Committee, already having been passed by the 
U.S. Senate.  (final passage a month later)

Cost of Living - 1949
Average Cost of new house $7,450.00 
Average wages per year $2,950.00 
Cost of a gallon of Gas 17 cents 
Average Cost of a new car $1,420.00 
Minimum Hourly Wage Rate 70 cents per hour 
Bacon per pound 50 cents 
Dobbs Hat $8.50 
Kitchen Table and Chairs $100.00


